
During the Second World Warthe
people of Malta withstood the fullfury
of the Axis forthree years

LOCATED lN the Mediterranean between Europe, Africa and
the Middte East, Malta has atways held a straiegic position.

Over the centuries it has been fought over by successive
civit isations, inctuding the Carthaginians, Romans, Arabs and
French. But it was during the Second World War, as the Axis
and Attied powers fought for dominance of the entire
Mediterranean theatre, that the island was at the centre of its

fiercest fight for survivaI since the Turl<ish siege of r565.
Matta's position as a British tenitory close to Axis shipping

[anes made it a perfect base for attacl<ing enemy suppty [ines.
German and ltalian forces were determined to neutralise this

threat and so launched a f ierce attacl< on Matta. They

effect ivety ptaced the island under siege between 1940 and

1942, white [aunching nearty 3,5oo bombing raids.

Despite scant resources, the Mattese stood firm. At the

start of the onslaught, Malta's air defences consisted of little

more than a tr io of obsolete Gloucester biplanes, l<nown as

Faith, Hope and Charity. The next three years were a constant

struggte for the Att ies, both to keep the islanders supptied,

and buitd up their mititary capacity. Eventua[[y, rotting Altied

victories in North Africa began to limit Axis forces' abitity to

maintain the siege, and the last bombing raid was in Juty 1943.

The bravery of the islanders in resisting the Axis for so long

ted King George Vl to award the George Cross collectively: "to

bear witness to a heroism and devotion that wi l l  tong be

famous in history". An image of the medal now appears in the

upper hoist corner ofthe Maltese f lag as a permanent

reminder oftheir courage and sacri f ice.

Travel: The Maltese islands
are onLy three hours awaY

from the U K, with flights
leavingfrom most uK
airports throughout
the year. Air Malta
www.airmalta.com and
British Airways www.ba.com
offer regular services as do
Ryanair www.ryanair.com
and Easyjet www.easYiet.
com

Contact! The Malta Tourist
Office can provide
informat ion on the is lands
and their history. Please catl
o2o8877 6990 o( visit www.
visitmalta.com/bbchistorY

Sutgested readlng:
Malta: Blitzed But Not
Beaten by Philip Vetta
(Pro gress Press, t99t) ;
The Kappiltan of Malta by
Nicholas Monsarrat
(Phoenix, zoot)
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MALTA
M A L T A  G O Z O  C O M I N O

0 The Grand
Harbour
Malta's impressive Grand
Harbour has been used as a
Dort  s ince Phoenic ian t imes.
Despite heavy bombing in the
war. much of interest remains
for the visitor, including Fort
Ricasoli, the Val{etta
Waterfront, Fort 5t Angeto and
the Siege Bett ,  which tot ts each
day in memory ofthe war dead.

I the iialta at
War Museum
Based in a rehabititated
underground air raid shelter at
Couvre Porte Gate in Vittoriosa
this atmospheric museum gives

visitors a taste of what life was
like for Mattese citizens in the
dark days ofthe war. There is a
weatth of oeriod memorabitia,
as wet[ as a documentary fitm
about the siege.

T Theloo-Ton Gun
at Fort Rinetla
Built bv the British between
1878 and 1886 to house a
massive gun - the largest in the
wortd at the time - Fort Rine{la
was designed to counter the
ttatian navy. Stilt on show, the

banetof this massive artillerY
piece is ten metres long'
During the war the fort was
used as an observation Post.

f theAviation
Museum
Located in three hangers in the
otd RAF Ta'Qati Aerodrome, the

Aviation Museum is the Perfect
venue to exDlore the vital role
air forces ptayed in the battle
for Matta. As wetl as Hawker
Hurricane and Spitfire aircraft,
there are instruments,
weaDons, uni forms and other
fascinating exhibits.

f The Upper
Barrakka Gardens
and the Saluting
Battery
Every day Malta remembers the
sacrifice of islanders with the
f i r ing of the noondaY gun. The
perfect place to watch this is
the Upper Barrakka Gardens,
but for a smatl fee you can go

onto the gun platform itsetf.
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